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tuted in the same general way as the sun, and that
further, they even contain elements identical with those
which exist in his substance. There is not indeed in
every case, perhaps there may not be in any case, a$
exact identity of composition between star and sui^ or
between star and star. But this was no more to have
been looked for than an exact identity of physical
habitudes amongst the members of the solar system.
That general resemblance of structure which indicates
a general resemblance in the purposes which the ce-
lestial bodies are intended to subserve, is undoubtedly
evident, when we compare the stars either with our sun
or with each other.

I have already spoken of the conclusions to be drawn
from the existence of the same materials in the sub-
stance of the sun that exist around us on this earth.
I have shown that we are compelled to regard this
general resemblance of structure as sufficient to prove
that the other planets resemble the earth, since we have
no .reason to believe that our earth bears an excep-
tionally close resemblance to the sun as respects the
elements of which she is composed.

Since, then, we have reason to believe that all the
planets which circle around the sun are constitute^ of
the same materials which exist in his substance, though
tl^ese materials are not necessarily nor probably com-
bined in the same proportions throughout the solar
system, we have every reason which analogy can give
us for believing that the planets circling around Be-
telgeux or Aldebaran are constituted of the same
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